Your Excellency,
First Secretary, Chargé d’Affaires a.i.
Mr Gholamali Rajabi Yazdi
Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran
PO Box 4049 AMB
0244 Oslo
NORWAY
I write to express grave concern regarding the continued imprisonment of Hakop Gochumyan, an Armenian Christian currently serving a 10-year prison sentence in Tehran’s Evin Prison.
Hakop Gochumyan was arrested in Tehran in August 2023 together with his wife Elisa while visiting Iran. Although Elisa was later released on bail and allowed to return to Armenia, Hakop remains imprisoned. He was sentenced on charges related to alleged involvement in “deviant proselytising activity” and membership in a network of evangelical Christianity. In May 2025, Hakop wrote an open letter protesting what he described as an “unfair” imprisonment based on “unfounded” charges.
His case reflects a broader pattern of persecution against Persian-speaking Christians and Christian converts in Iran. Many are unable to worship freely in recognised churches and instead gather in private homes, where they risk arrest and prosecution.
I respectfully ask for Your Excellency’s intervention to ensure:
• The immediate and unconditional release of Hakop Gochumyan and all others imprisoned because of their faith or religious activities.
• An end to the criminalisation of peaceful Christian worship and house churches.
• Clarification on where Persian-speaking Christians may worship freely and safely without fear of arrest or prosecution.
• The reopening of the Bible Society in Iran, which authorities stated was only “temporarily” closed in 1990, but which remains closed to this day.
• Unrestricted access to Bibles and Christian literature in Iran.
I trust that your government will take these concerns seriously and act to protect the fundamental rights of all individuals in Iran.
Respectfully,
Yours sincerely,
Øverst i skjemaet

Nederst i skjemaet

