Embassy of the Russian Federation
H.E. Mr Nikolay Korchunov
PO Box 4025 AMB
0244 Oslo

Your Excellency, 
I write to express my grave concern regarding the imprisonment of Pastor Nikolaj Romanjuk, who is serving a four-year sentence for a sermon in which he called on fellow believers not to fight in Ukraine. He is currently serving his sentence in a labor camp in Vladimir Region.
Pastor Romanjuk was arrested in October 2024. Prosecutors accused him of calling on others to obstruct the work of military registration and enlistment offices in a sermon he delivered in September 2022, on the first Sunday following the announcement of «partial mobilization».
In the sermon, which was livestreamed, Pastor Romanjuk stated that Russia’s invasion of Ukraine was «not our war». In court, Pastor Romanjuk explained that in his sermon he had expressed «my personal attitude as a Christian—based on the Bible, the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments—towards all violence, all military action, and the taking of human life». He emphazised that he had not called for any interference with the activities of government bodies.
He was sentenced on 3 September 2025 by Balashikha City Court in the Moscow Region. He became the first person to be convicted under the charge of «public calls to carry out activities directed against the security of the Russian Federation, or to obstruct the exercise by government bodies and their officials of their powers to ensure the security of the Russian Federation».
His case reflects a broader pattern of persecution of individuals who criticize the war in Ukraine from a religious perspective, whether through administrative measures or, as in Pastor Romanjuk’s case, criminal prosecution.
In addition, the Evangelical Church of the Holy Trinity, with which Pastor Romanjuk is connected, has faced inspections by multiple state agencies and has been fined for allegedly failing to appear at a pre-arranged meeting. Furthermore, the church was accused of misusing land. Rosreestr issued a warning to the church, demanding that it rectify the violation. However, there is no violation; it is indeed a private home, which the owners are providing for use, and Russian law allows this, as 90 percent of evangelical churches are located in private homes. Obtaining the allocation of land designated for religious purposes for a church building is a huge challenge.

I respectfully ask for Your Excellency’s intervention to ensure:
· The immediate and unconditional release of Pastor Nikolaj Romanjuk.
· An end to the criminalization of peaceful religious leaders and others whose theological and Christian views on the war do not align with those of your government or the leadership of the Russian Orthodox Church.
· An end to the prosecution of religious organizations and their peaceful assemblies.

I trust that Your government will take these concerns seriously and act to protect the fundamental rights of all individuals and religious organizations in Russia.

Yours sincerely,



