Ambassador Zhou Jingxing
Embassy of the People’s Republic of China
PO Box 4058 AMB
0244 Oslo
Norway
Your Excellency,
I am writing to express my serious concern regarding the continued detention and prosecution of eight pastors and members of Beijing Zion Church, who have been held since a major police operation against the church in October 2025.
I am grateful that pastor Ezra Jin Mingri, who was arrested in the same police operation, was released and came safely to US July 4. The eight remain detained in Beihai, Guangxi, and face charges of “fraud” and “illegal business operations” related to church ministry and online religious courses.
Article 36 of the Constitution of the People’s Republic of China states that citizens enjoy freedom of religious belief. Peaceful worship, religious teaching and legitimate church activities should not result in detention or punishment.
I am particularly concerned about reports regarding the legal process. Defence lawyers have stated that they were not properly consulted during the prosecution process and were not given sufficient time to review the case files and prepare their defence. I am concerned of reports that a lawyer has left the country after pressure to stop defending the detained.
There are also reports of severe overcrowding, inadequate nutrition and medical care, and harsh disciplinary practices in the detention centres where the eight are being held.
I therefore respectfully urge the Chinese authorities to:
· guarantee the eight full access to legal counsel and sufficient time to prepare their defence;
· ensure a fair and transparent judicial process in accordance with Chinese law;
· ensure humane detention conditions and necessary medical care; and
· release them and drop any charges based solely on the peaceful exercise of their freedom of religion or belief.
I respectfully ask Your Excellency to convey these concerns to the relevant authorities in China.
Thank you for your attention.
Yours sincerely,
