His Excellency Mr Alireza Jahangiri
Ambassador of the Islamic Republic of Iran
Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran
PO Box 4049 AMB
0244 Oslo
NORWAY
Your Excellency,
I am writing to express my serious concern regarding the imprisonment and treatment of Iranian Christian convert Ghazal Marzban.
Ms Marzban was arrested in January 2026 and later sentenced to nine years and eight months in prison. Her case is related to her Christian faith and activities as a convert. She is currently held in Evin Prison.
During her detention, Ms Marzban’s Bible was confiscated. She has reportedly been denied access to a Bible on the grounds that only Christians by birth may possess one. In protest, she has undertaken hunger strikes.
There are also serious reports concerning her treatment in detention. Ms Marzban has stated that she was threatened with execution for apostasy unless she signed a declaration of repentance and publicly renounced her Christian faith. She has also reported physical abuse in prison. She has further reported that she was raped while in detention.
These reports raise serious concerns regarding Iran’s obligations under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, particularly Articles 7, 10 and 18. These provisions protect individuals against torture and ill-treatment, guarantee humane treatment in detention, and uphold the right to freedom of religion or belief, including the freedom to adopt a religion or belief of one’s choice.
I therefore respectfully urge the Iranian authorities to:
· release Ghazal Marzban immediately and unconditionally;
· ensure that she is protected from threats and ill-treatment;
· allow her access to a Bible and the freedom to practise her Christian faith;
· ensure that any allegations of abuse in detention are independently investigated.
I further urge the Iranian authorities to respect the right of all citizens to choose, change and practise their religion or belief without fear of punishment.
Yours sincerely,
